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Short Story Personal Response 

 

In most of the stories we have read, we have seen characters who either face a fear or discover 

something new about themselves after facing a conflict. Sometimes short stories present situations or 

ideas that challenge our moral perspective about right or wrong. As readers, we can watch a character 

struggle with a conflict that might make us think about facing a similar situation. 

 

For your personal response writing assignment, you have a choice of topics. 

 

1. What is your greatest fear? Is it failing this course, making a choice for your future, leaving home, 

or expressing an unpopular decision? Talk about an actual fear that you have. Then discuss how 

you could overcome that fear. What steps could you take to face the fear and overcome it? If you 

have already conquered a fear, talk about how you did it. 

2. Think about a time in your life when you discovered something about yourself that you never 

knew before. Perhaps you were faced with a challenge that you overcame and it changed the 

way that you saw yourself. Perhaps you discovered a new talent. Talk about that time and 

discuss how this discovery has changed your life. 

3. Perhaps you have been faced with making a serious moral decision. Discuss a time when you 

had to make a choice between right or wrong. Maybe you didn’t make the right choice at the time. 

Talk about how that choice and your decision has affected your life since that moment. 

4. As with the White Knight, one small decision leads to a much greater decision. Did you ever have 

a time like that in your life where a small step started a much larger change in your life? Maybe 

you decided to talk to a stranger who has now become your best friend. Maybe you went to an 

event with a friend that you did not want to really go to, but in the end the event made a bigger 

impact on you than on your friend. Describe that occasion and how one small decision had a 

larger impact on your life. 

5. What do you think the future will be like in 50 years? Think about advancements in technology, 

medicine, transportation, and housing. Think about the problems that our society is facing right 

now: global warming, environmental disasters, war, freshwater shortages, diseases, terrorism, 

overpopulation, etc. Will these issues be solved or will they be worse? Will the future be a better 

place (utopia) or a worse place (dystopia)? 

 

❏ Choose one of the above topics to write about. 

❏ Brainstorm a possible list of ideas to discuss. 

❏ Begin writing your ideas down in a coherent and logical order. 

We will use the writing rubric as the last assignment (see the back). 
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_______________ __________________________ _______________ 

(Due Date) (Student’s Name) (Class & Period) 

   

4=demonstrates thorough 

& insightful knowledge/ 

understanding 

3=demonstrates 

considerable knowledge/ 

understanding 

2=demonstrates some 

knowledge/ 

understanding 

1=demonstrates limited 

knowledge/ 

understanding 

0=demonstrates no 

knowledge/ 

understanding 

      

A.  Writing Assignment:      

       

 Attention grabbing first sentence 4 3 2 1 0 

 Clear opinion stated or topic introduced 4 3 2 1 0 

Body Paragraphs express a cohesive 

idea 
4 3 2 1 0 

 Opinion or topic supported with 

 appropriate examples 
4 3 2 1 0 

 Logical thought used in arguments 4 3 2 1 0 

 Overall organization and flow of ideas 4 3 2 1 0 

B.  Writing Assignment Format:      

 Title (reflects topic and capitalized 

 properly) 
4 3 2 1 0 

Student information is either in the top 

left-hand corner of assignment 
Complete 

Incomplete or 

Improper 
None 

C.  Other:      

 Proper grammar 4 3 2 1 0 

 Perfect spelling    4 3 2 1 0 

 Proper punctuation 4 3 2 1 0 

Paragraphs (indented; no extra spaces 

between paragraphs) 
Yes Sometimes Never 

 Language usage (no inappropriate 

 language) 
4 3 2 1 0 

 Neatness and appearance (double-

 spaced) 
4 3 2 1 0 

 Assignment length Too Long Adequate Too Brief 

    

D.  Comments:    

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

E.  Mark: _________ out of __________ 

 


